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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM, IZ 

SUBJECT: GOI GRANTS AMNESTY TO PRISONERS 

1 . SUMMARY: ON JULY 16, GOI ANNOUNCED RELEASE OF CERTAIN 
CATEGORIES OF PRISONERS ON 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF JULY 17 
REVOLUTION. IT APPEARS AMNESTY INCLUDED SOME POLITICAL 
PRISONERS, BUT EXCLUDED FREEMASONS, BAHAIS AND THOSE 
CONVICTED OF SABOTAGE OR ARMS TRAFFICKING IN THE 
NORTHERN AUTONOMOUS REGION (KURDISTAN). PRESS REPORTS 
STATE THAT 2835 PRISONERS WERE RELEASED ON JULY 17 AND 
THAT AN ADDITIONAL 4000 ARE EXPECTED TO BE FREED WITHIN ONE 
MONTH OUT OF TOTAL PRISON POPULATION OF 10,000. END SUMMARY. 

2. REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL (RCC) DECREE OF JULY 16 
GRANTED AMNESTY TO FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF PRISONERS: 

A. ILL PRISONERS NOT EXPECTED TO RECOVER; 
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B. THOSE WHO ARE 60 YEARS OF AGE OR OVER WHO HAVE SERVED 
AT LEAST HALF THEIR SENTENCE; 

C. THOSE CONVICTED OF POSSESSING OR CARRYING ARMS 
OUTSIDE OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION; 

D. IRAQIS AND FOREIGNERS CONVICTED OF ILLEGALLY ENTERING IRAQ; 
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E. THOSE CONVICTED OF MURDER WITH MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES 
ASUCH AS SELF-DEFENSE OR DEFENSE OF HONOR WHOSE SENTENCES 
DO NOT EXCEED 15 YEARS AND WHO HAVE SERVED AT LEAST 

HF.LF THEIR SENTENCES; 

F. THOSE CONVICTED OF ORDINARY CRIMES WHOSE SENTENCES DO 
NOT EXCEED 10 YEARS AND WHO HAVE SERVED AT LEAST HALF THEIR 
SENTENCES. 

THE DECREE ALSO STIPULATES THAT THOSE CONVICTED OF MURDER 
AND ORDINARY CRIMES WHO ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THE 
ABOVE CATEGORIES WILL HAVE THE REMAINDER OF THEIR SENTENCES 
REDUCED BY 50 PERCENT. 

2. AMNESTY DOES NOT APPLY TO FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF PRISONERS: 

A. FREEMASONS, BAHAIS AND THOSE CONVICTED OF ESPIONAGE; 

B. KIDNAPPERS AND THOSE CONVICTED OF SEX CRIMES; 

C. THOSE CONVICTED OF SABOTAGE AND ARMS TRAFFICKING IN 
THE NORTHERN AUTONOMOUS REGION; 

D. THOSE SENTENCED TO DEATH. 
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3. THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE RCC WILL SUPERVISE THE 
AMNESTY AND HAS THE POWER TO AUTHORIZE THE RELEASE 
OF PRISONERS NOT INCLUDED IN THE AMNESTY PROVIDED THAT 
"A RADICAL CHANGE HAS TAKEN PLACE IN THEIR THINKING AND 
BEHAVIOR TOWARD THE REVOLUTION AND ITS GOALS." 

4. IN STATEMENT CARRIED IN JULY 18 EDITION OF BAGHDAD 
DAILY AL-THAWRA, GOI MINISTER OF INTERIOR IZZAT IBRAHIM 
SAID THAT AMNESTY IS THE RESULT OF "THE HUMANE AND 
SOCIALIST NATURE OF THE BAATH PARTY" AND REFLECTS ITS 
BELIEF IN THE ABILITY OF THE RELEASED PRISONERS TO 
REHABILITATE THEMSELVES AND "WORK TO FULFILL THE AIMS 

OF THE REVOLUTION." HE ALSO PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING FIGURES: 

-TOTAL PRISON POPULATION IS 10,000; 

-2835 PRISONERS WERE RELEASED ON JULY 17 AND 
AN ADDITIONAL 4,000 WILL BE RELEASED IN 
APPROXIMATELY ONE MONTH AFTER THEIR FILES 
HAVE BEEN REVIEWED; 

-AMNESTY INCLUDES 226 FROM TOTAL OF 317 
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POLITICAL PRISONERS IN IRAQ, AND 670 PRISONERS 
CONVICTED OF ILLEGALLY ENTERING THE COUNTRY; 

-ALL PRISONERS WILL BE GIVEN JOBS AFTER 
THEIR RELEASE. 

PECK 
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